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Why stay we here? What now doth stem
Us? Go we to Jerusalem?"
Indeed, so loud did they complain
That the king and the nobles of his train,
Hearing the murmur they did raise,
Counseled, and spoke in divers ways,
Discussing plan and stratagem
If they should go to Jerusalem.                                             10,150
The Frenchmen, in their counseling,
Several times bespoke the king,
And some said it seemed best to them
That they besiege Jerusalem.
"It cannot be," the king replied,
"And never will you see me guide
Men other than I rightly ought.
Who blames me for it I care not.
Beyond all doubting ye should know
That wheresoever our host may go                                          10,160
Saladin knows our plan, the course
We follow, the number of our force.
We are far distant from the coast.
If he should come down with his host
Of Saracens to Ramleh plain,
And our supplies of food distrain
So that we could not get supplies,
It would not be discreet or wise
For those besieging. Surely they
Would pay for it, and dearly pay.                                         10,170
The citadel is all immured,
So I am truthfully assured,
With walls that are so thick and strong
That it would take so great a throng
We could not succor our own host,
Were the Turks minded to assail
It. They would crush it without fail.